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HEMER R T ATRRAFESUCE RN ERHE - BhFHEME ERA PRI
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FTR > AR BRSO R S HRE ) B e AR - AEREE R —(E
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15



EHARET F=KFZH

16

PR AR HRIBR RIS E S ST - e R N A& ST R ER AR T
HRS R B PR (R 2 S B THAEAE - #EAR 1948 RG] (A AES) 1
RO ERE ARES R Wi R NRESRRIVIZL - (EAEZ S HATERERIEMEF R
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Abstract

This paper explores some of the challenges of implementing human rights
education, characterised as a cosmopolitan project, within the national
framework of public schools, which rarely conceive of the nation as
cosmopolitan. It focuses on two human rights concepts, universality and
recognition, concepts which need to be revisited if we are to develop a theory
and practice of human rights education (HRE) which meets the needs of
contemporary societies which are increasingly recognised as diverse, which
continue to be characterized by asymmetrical power relations and by anti-
democratic and extremist political movements. The paper argues that human
rights education is one in which teachers and learners need to understand
that human rights and democracy may be fragile and need to be constantly
renewed and refreshed if they are to be guaranteed. Accordingly, an evolving
theory and practice of human rights education needs to embrace the concept
of recognition, extending it beyond that expounded in key human rights
instruments. Human rights education needs to build on the experiences of
leaners, drawing on their narratives. In particular, it needs to confront the
traumatic past if it is to contribute to greater social justice in the present. The
paper concludes with some principles which might inform debate and practice
in human rights education in different socio-cultural contexts.



AMEHE LR R

Keywords

cosmopolitanism, universality, recognition, narrative, traumatic past, diversity

17-1



18



