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How A National Land Revitalization
Policy Infringes upon the Grassroots
Right to Housing - A Case Study of
the Kueimei Grocery Store in Keelung

Yen-Tang Ho
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Abstract

Kueimei Grocery Store, located near Pier No. 16 on the west end of Keelung
Port, has been situated there for nearly 70 years. In 1997, the Port and Marine
Bureau, Ministry of Transportation and Communications, signed a lease with
the Store. However, in 2006, the Port and Marine Bureau unilaterally ended
the lease without giving any explanation. Kueimei Grocery Store asked to
renew the lease several times but there was no response. In 2002, Kueimei
Grocery Store was served with a civil action whereby the Port and Marine
Bureau petitioned the court to demolish the building and return the land to the
Port, and asked the Kueimei family to return all benefits, deemed unjust, they
gained from occupying the land. The Kueimei family who has been living
there for more than 60 years was turned into a defendant overnight by the
government, accused of illegally occupying national land. In this article, the
case of the Kueimei Grocery Store is studied to discuss how improper national
land revitalization policy, focusing on performance only and neglecting the
people’s right to housing, has turned long-time residents into illegal occupants
by means of legal procedures and at the same time disregarded the history of
the residents. This is an infringement on the grassroots right to housing.

Keywords
Kueimei Grocery Store, Right to housing, illegal occupants, national land
revitalization policy, anti-forced eviction






