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Construction Site without National
Borders: Looking for Names of
Migrant Workers on Monuments to
Injured Workers in Taiwan

Yu-Ling Ku
Doctoral Student, Institute of Cultural Heritage and Arts Innovation Studies,
Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

Migrant workers undertake difficult, dirty, and dangerous jobs in Taiwan,
and their mortality rate of occupational injuries is above average. Is their
contribution recorded? By a study of relevant literature and a review of
documents and on-site field fieldwork, I discovered five monuments listing
migrant workers’ names since 1989, when they first came to Taiwan.

Through the Ming and Qing dynasties, Japanese colonization, and the
ROC in Taiwan, monuments for workers who died on public construction
sites were always accompanied by praise for the results of the project.
Therefore, the previous monuments aimed not only to comfort the dead, but
also to maintain the legitimacy of the expansion of the regime. Nowadays, the
commemoration of migrant workers is a challenge to the political patriotic
connotations of the monument as a "sacrifice for the country"” since they
are politically excluded from the national identity of Taiwan. Here migrant
workers’ monuments expose the inequality of globalization. Profits of
transnational consortia are not in the public interest, and the death of migrant
workers from Southeast Asian is not a “sacrifice for the country”. Exploitation
of labor has crossed national borders.

Keywords

migrant workers, labor monument, construction site, occupational injuries, collective
memory
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