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Slow Justice in a Class Action Suit for
Occupational Injury: The RCA Case

Ellen Li
Lawyer, Legal Aid Foundation

Abstract

The Radio Cooperation of America (RCA) set up several factories in Taiwan
producing electronic products and electrical home appliances in the 1970s.
Some years later, people found that the company illegally used various harmful
chemicals. Employees died or were diagnosed with cancer or other serious diseases,
had miscarriages or suffered because they had touched, breathed in or eaten
contaminated material. The victims organized a protest and then filed a class action
lawsuit against the RCA and asked for compensation in 2004. This note presents my
experience of participation in the lawsuit and illustrates the difficulties participants,
especially lawyers, met. The author hopes that this note may be useful to lawyers

and others who engage in such cases.
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Radio Cooperation of America, occupational injury, class action, piercing the
cooperation veil




