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Wheresoever I am, I am a Human Being:
Refugees in Taiwan—Individuals and
Institutional Policies

E-Ling Chiu

Secretary General, Taiwan Association for Human Rights

Abstract
A draft Refugee Act was sent to the Legislative Yuan during the DPP’s first

term in office. The KMT re-sent the draft when it was in power. More than a decade
later, it has still not been passed. The main reason of the delay is the China factor.
Regulations governing the relationship of China and Taiwan mean that, even if the
Refugee Act is passed, it will not be directly applicable to Chinese asylum seekers.
An implementation Act for the ICCPR and ICESCR was passed by the
Legislature nearly a decade ago. Moreover, the principle of non-refoulement is a
peremptory norm of international law. However, there is still no legal provision for
non-refoulement in Taiwan. It is ironic that Taiwan keeps saying that it wants to join
the international community, but it continues to fail to comply with international

human rights standards in cooperation on refugees and other human rights issues.
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