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Medical Service in Prison:
Delayed Out-of-prison Medical
Treatment on Bail

Szu-yu Yen

North Office Director, Taiwan Association for Human Rights

Abstract

Prisons are not only for retribution, but for reformation as well. The majority
of inmates will someday be released. It is the responsibility of the authorites to
assist in the rehabilitation and social reintegration of prisoners. Although prisoners
have been enrolled in the National Health Insurance since 2013 and outpatient
services in custody and out-of-prison medical treatment have been established, yet
overcrowding, a lack of prison officers and medical personnel, a lack of transparency
regarding the credentials and examination of out-of-prison medical treatment,
and a high mortality rate both in custody and out-of-prison are all problems that
correctional institutions confront. This is a result of previous harsh criminal policy
that civil society now tries to mitigate. Public sanitation is another core component

of preventive health care and disease control in prisons.

Keywords

inmates, prison officers, correctional institution, out-of-prison medical treatment,
sanitation and medical services
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