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Accessibility and Reasonable
Accommodation under the Principle
of Equal Participation

Fengming Cui
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Abstract

This article examines the core issues regarding equal participation
of persons with disabilities in light of the UN Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities 2006. It contains five main themes. First, we
introduce the principle of equal participation and its relationship with
accessibility and reasonable accommodation. Second, we analyze the
concept of accessibility, including its meaning in both a broad and narrow
sense and its development in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities, in theory, and in the PRC context. Third, we illustrate
the concept of reasonable accommodation, including its development in
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and PRC,
and propose to incorporate “the principle of proportionality” into its
formula. Furthermore, we address the relationship between the concepts of
accessibility and reasonable accommodation, and argue that they have nine
shared features, eight different features, and three intrinsic correlations.
Finally, we draw attention to six main areas of challenge concerning the
application of accessibility and reasonable accommodation and provide
suggestions to address these challenges.

Keywords

equal participation, accessibility, reasonable accommodation, UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
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