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The Failure of the Legalization of
Taiwan’s Asylum Mechanism
for Hong Kong Protestors

Min-Yen Chiang

Research Fellow, Economic Democracy Union

Abstract

The Anti-Extradition Protest in Hong Kong received overwhelming support
from Taiwanese civil society and the Taiwanese government, and President Tsai
committed herself to launching a humanitarian-care policy for Hong Kong protestors
in the very early stage of the protest, aiming to assist protestors in cooperation
with civil organizations. In response to the National Security Law implemented
in Hong Kong, President Tsai, on July 1, 2020, established a Taiwan-Hong Kong
Office for Exchange and Services as an official contact window to carry on the
task of providing asylum that had been done by civil organizations in the previous
year. Nonetheless, due to a lack of experience, the administrative sector did not
realize that the current legal system is practically incapable of providing asylum.
The effort to legalize asylum was hence stymied. This article argues that, in dealing
with the special case of providing humanitarian care for persons from Hong
Kong, legalization of a mechanism for asylum is a challenge that the Taiwanese
government cannot afford to avoid. A failure to legalize asylum will increase the
external costs on civil organizations and is likely to render any cooperation between

civil society and the government tense.

Keywords

legalization of an asylum mechanism, the Anti-Extradition Protest in Hong Kong, a
policy of humanitarian care for persons from Hong Kong
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