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A Preliminary Study on the
Conditions of Death Row Prisoners

Siao-Wan Yang
Assistant of Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty

Abstract

Throughout many years of rescue and advocacy, the Taiwan Alliance to
End the Death Penalty has been focusing on safeguarding the basic human
rights of death row prisoners during their incarceration. Recently we started
an interview project of prisoners, in order to explore more about the impact of
the prison environment and systems on the physical and mental well-being of
death row prisoners.

The majority of prisoners have been detained for over a decade; a
few have been imprisoned for three decades. Most of them have lost any
connection with their family and the rest of the world. When this is coupled
with physical illness and disabilities, it is easy for prisoners to have a sense of
powerlessness and despair about life. That despair, in turn, leads to emotional
fluctuations. They sometimes try hard to survive, and sometimes give up all
hope of living. Some even have suicidal thoughts and demand the authorities
to carry out their execution.

This article begins by examining the living conditions of death row
prisoners who have spent a long period of time within incarceration facilities.
It delves into aspects such as living conditions, restrictions on activities, labor
rights, and dietary provisions. As this is the first research project to conduct
extensive interviews with nearly all death-row prisoners, we hope that this
article will raise awareness and stimulate discussion among the general
public and government officials, and ultimately lead to improvements in the
treatment of long-term death-row prisoners.

Keywords

death row inmate, prison environment, interview project of the prisoners
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