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Human Rights Education in
University Classrooms — A Case
Study on the Death Penalty

Pei-Chun Lin

Assistant Professor, MA Program in Human Rights, Soochow University

Human rights education emphasizes the personal engagement of learners
and the use of diverse ways to express their thoughts and emotions. Making
human rights education practice go beyond theoretical and legal frameworks,
and encouraging students to think deeply and critically about social injustice
depends on how human rights educators create a learning environment
conducive to students’ experience, reflection, and expression.

This article explores using the campus as a platform to inspire the new
generation to practice human rights principles, such as respect for diversity,
equality, and human dignity. It also considers how the issue of the death
penalty can be incorporated into the core curriculum of human rights
education at the university level. The extent to which student engagement in
the classroom can be sustained, internalized, and lead to changes in students’
thinking, emotions, and behavior remains to be observed and requires
continuous effort on the part of educators.
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